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$ Earth Day is April 22™.
Harmony FI.

2: Astronomy Day -
Saturday, May 6, 2006. 11
am to 11 pm. See e-mail
from Chuck Greenwood

3. BAS member Oscar
Sifuentes provides reader
contributes to a UK based
publication “Beginners Brief”
Good work Oscar!

4. Philip Chien received a
noteworthy book review on
the website “Universetoday”
for his book “Columbia -
Final Voyage”. (see next pg)
Congratulations to Philip!
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Full: April 13™

New: April 29"

Sky Watch !

The Newsletter of the Brevard Astronomical Society

On the night of 22/23 April, the Lyrids
meteor shower will occur. Look up in the
constellation Lyra, just to the southeast of
the star Vega. It will require late night
viewing however, with Vega rising just
after 10 pm on the 22", The *

There are several exciting constellations
in the sky this time of year that have
objects to view for both dark and “not-so-
dark” (aka... light polluted) skies. The
Constellation Ursa Major, The “Great
Bear” is high in the northeast sky at mid
evening. From your back yard, check out
the double star Mizar, the middle star in
the handle, and it's companion Alcor.
Mizar is thus actually a quartet of stars, a
double-double! M81, and M82 can also
be readily found with magnitudes of 8.50
and 6.96 respectively. They both fit in a
single view with a 25mm eyepiece. In
dark skies, M51 the Whirlpool Galaxy,
M101, the Pinwheel galaxy, and the
M109 galaxy can be found but they all
have a magnitude greater than 10.5.

http://www.jb.man.ac.uk/public/nightsky.html

The constellation Leo is also prominent in
the April sky. There are a few “back yard”
objects that can be found including M65
& M66 in the lower “Leo Triplet”. The
Virgo cluster of galaxies is in between
Leo, Bootes, and Ursa Major. There are
“lots” of galaxies, but you need a dark sky
to see anything appreciable.

http://www.jb.man.ac.uk/public/nightsky.html

PLANETS:

Mars Still available in the evening
sky, Mars moves into the
constellation Gemini by mid April.
Although it transits around 6pm, it
is still visible up through 11pm in
the western sky. On April 17",
Mars passes by M35 in Gemini.

Saturn remains exceptional for
viewing. M44, the Beehive Cluster
can easily be found just below
Saturn throughout the month.
Both are in the constellation
Cancer. Saturn transits at about
8pm.

Jupiter, the king of planets is now
visible in the late evening, rising at
about 9pm by mid month. It can
be found in Lybra in the east-
south-east sky. Even a small
telescope will reveal the four
galillean moons of lo, Europa,
Callisto, and Ganymede.
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Community Campout Star
Party, April 7" at Burton
Smith Park. This event is
concluded at the time of this
publication. Oscar indicated
that the support from BAS
was good, and appreciated
by those involved.

BCC Observatory

The BCC Observatory
continues to be in need of
volunteers from BAS. Please
check your schedule to see if
you can help out any
weekend. The coordinator is
now Chuck Greenwood.
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The BAS currently has two
telescopes for use by club
members. Bill Manley
currently has the 16”
dobsonian, and Mark Jones
has the 8" Orion. Contact
Gary Scott for additional
information.

$
Donated Scopes to BAS:
- Galleo reflector 5”
- Bushnell refractor 5”
Using scopes as a door prize
and a raffle at “Astronomy
Day”
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http://www.universetoday.com/

“Mini-Comets” to reveal
themselves in May

About 10 years ago, Comet
73P/Schwassmann-Wachmann 3
unexpectedly split apart into 3 separate
pieces. Now these cometary fragments
are going to fly past the Earth, and
astronomers will get a closer view than
they®e had in 20 years. The fragments
will get relatively close, passing within 10
million km (6 million miles), but they won®
get very bright, unfortunately. 1t@ take
dark skies and binoculars to see much
more than a blurry smudge in the sky.
The number of fragments is constantly
changing. When the breakup began in
1995 there were only three: A, B and C.
Astronomers now count at least eight: big
fragments B and C plus smaller
fragments G, H, J, L, M and N. "It looks
as though some of the fragments are
themselves forming their own sub-
fragments," says Yeomans, which means
the number could multiply further as 73P
approaches. No knows how long the
"string of pearls" will be when it finally
arrives. An expanding cloud of dust from
the 1995 break-up of the comet could
brush past Earth in May 2006 producing
a display of meteors. Astronomer Paul
Wiegert at the University of Western
Ontario has studied the possibility:

"We believe the cloud is expanding too
slowly to reach Earth only eleven years
after the break-up," he says, "but it all
depends on what caused the comet to fly
apart—and that we don®know."

"The most likely explanation is thermal
stress, with the icy nucleus cracking like
an ice cube dropped into hot soup: the
comet broke apart as it approached the
Sun after a long sojourn the frigid outer
solar system," he explains. "If this is truly
what happened, then the debris cloud
should be expanding slowly, and there
will be no strong meteor shower."
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http://www.universetoday.com/

Book Review:
Columbia —
Voyage

Philip Chien in his book
Columbia Final Voyage brings a
comprehensive, personal view of
the most recent shuttle disaster.
He shows that it was just one
more risky attempt to further
understand the complexities and
dangers of space.

With [his] viewpoint, [Chien]
relives Columbia® final voyage,
not as a vindicator trying to lay
blame, but as a concerned
participant wanting to express his
own thoughts and feelings. He
does this by providing a short
biography of each of the seven
astronauts a review of their
experiments and a description of
the activities while the mission
was underway.

Chien® overall objective is to
establish a synopsis of Columbia®
mission, and he succeeds. His is
a fair and honest book about the
people and the mission. He points
few fingers, he maligns the
conspiracy theorists, and he does
refute those who thought the
mission unworthy. His own
involvement with the shuttle
operations comes through as he
provides information regarding
systems, structures and
procedures, though not so much
as to overload the reader. In total,
he® produced a warm memorial
both for the people and the
mission.
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to this newsletter,
send an E-mail with a Subject of
"Subscribe" to
newsletter@brevardastro.org
To unsubscribe, send an E-mail
with a Subject of "Unsubscribe”



